






G.S.M. October 2017

KIng George VI: Changes in Stamp Printing During His Reign

99

Colony Year Process Event

Table 4: Colonial commemorative stamps issued during George VI’s reign 
(Overprinted Issues Omitted **)

Notes:
** Reasons for overprint included Royal Visit, New Constitution, Self Government
‡ Issues after the death of King George VI
§ A Dominion at date of issue
Key: G = Gravure, I = Intaglio, Le = Letterpress, Li = Litho

Local Issues
Bahamas 1948 I Tercentenary of Settlement  of Eleuthera

Barbados 1939 I Tercentenary of Settlement

1952 ‡ I Stamp Centenary

Basutoland 1947 I Royal Visit

Bermuda 1949 I Stamp Centenary

British Honduras 1949 I 150th Anniv Battle of St George’s Cay

Ceylon § 1947 I New Constitution

Fiji 1951 I Health stamps

Hong Kong 1941 I Centenary of British Occupation

Jamaica 1945 I New Constitution

1952 ‡ Li 1st Caribbean Scout Jamboree

Kenya, Uganda and 

Tanganyika
1952 I Royal Visit

Malta 1950 I Visits of Princess Elizabeth

1951 I 7th Centenary of the Scapular

Mauritius 1948 I Centenary 1st British Colonial Stamp

Newfoundland § 1937 I Additional Coronation Issue

1939 I Royal Visit

Nyasaland 1951 I Diamond Jubilee of Protectorate

St Lucia 1951 I/Le Reconstruction of Castries

Southern Rhodesia 1940 I Golden Jubilee British South Africa Co

1943 G 50th Anniv Occupation of Matabeleland

1947 I Royal Visit

1950 I Diamond Jubilee British South Africa Co

Turks & Caicos 1948 I Centenary Separation from Bahamas

Virgin Islands 1951 I Restoration of Legislative Council

Omnibus Issues

1937 

1946 

1948 

1949 

1951

I 

I 

G/I

I/(Le) 

I

Coronation 

Victory 

Silver Wedding of King and Queen 

Universal Postal Union 75th Anniversary 

University College of the West Indies

well have been used for printing some other 
colonial stamps by gravure, such as those for 
the Virgin Islands and, perhaps, Britain’s £1 
Silver Wedding stamp.

Omnibus issues
Since the Silver Jubilee of King George V 
in 1935, the UK and many Commonwealth 
countries have issued what philatelists have 
come to call omnibus issues to mark notable 
events. During the reign of King George 
VI such omnibus issues appeared for the 
Coronation (1937), Victory at the end of 
World War II (1946), the Silver Wedding of 
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth (1948), 
the 75th Anniversary of the Founding of the 
Universal Postal Union (1949) and for the 
West Indian Colonies the inauguration of the 
University College of the West Indies (1951). 
Figure 10 to Figure 15 show a selection of the 
omnibus issues from both the colonies with 
standard designs and from the dominions 
with their own designs.

Producing such omnibus issues, 
particularly when required at relatively short 
notice, such as for the Coronation in 1937, 
posed a major challenge for the designer and 
printers. This applied particularly for stamps 
printed by the intaglio process as the designs 
had to be engraved and there were few skilled 
engravers. As Brian Livingstone has already 
reviewed the issues commemorating the 
Coronation of King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth on the same day in May 1937 as the 
planned Coronation of Edward VIII (GSM 
April 2017), this article will not consider that 
aspect of the story any further. The combined 
efforts of De La Rue and Bradbury, Wilkinson 
printed the Coronation stamps for 42 
Colonies in fi ve months. 

Other commemorative 
issues
Apart from the omnibus issues, only an 
average of less than two colonies each year 
issued stamps to mark other events as Table 4 
shows. Stamp centenaries, other signifi cant 
anniversaries, royal visits and moves towards 
independence accounted for most of those 
special issues. By comparison, some former 
colonies now issue almost as many special 
stamps in one year. Figure 16 to Figure 20 show 
a selection of such commemorative issues.

The situation with Australia, Canada 
and New Zealand was quite different. 
Australia issued some 30 different special 
stamps (i.e. not defi nitives) in 15 series with 
Canada issuing 22 such stamps in ten series. 
Throughout the reign, New Zealand issued 
Health stamps, usually two each year and two 
long series marking the nation’s centenary 
and peace after World War II.

One of the last commemorative issues 
bearing the head of George VI, but issued 
shortly after his death, was Jamaica’s 
series marking the First Caribbean Scout 
Jamboree. These two stamps were printed 
in three colours, by Bradbury, Wilkinson, 
using lithography, thus starting the use of 
that process for short print runs. Strangely 
for litho-printed stamps, Bradbury did 
not include in the design a photographic 
image of the King’s head; instead the head 
seems to have been taken from one of its 
contemporary intaglio-printed stamps with 
the image comprising dotted lines of varying 
thickness. Maybe the stamps were to have 
been intaglio printed, but pressures to print 

and deliver them in time for the opening of the Jamboree led to a change of process.
Table 4 omits events marked by overprinting the current defi nitive stamps. The long lead 

time for delivery may perhaps have accounted for the very low number of new design special 
issues while overprinting of existing designs was quicker, cheaper and could have been done by 
letterpress sometimes on existing stocks held locally.

Next time, I conclude this study by looking at the printing methods used for defi nitive 
and commemorative King George VI issues in the post-war years, in particular the impact of 
austerity and the break-up of the Empire.

Fig 16 Intaglio-printed Barbados 

Tercentenary of General Assembly 

stamp (1939)

Fig 17 Intaglio-printed Jamaican 

New Constitution stamp (1944)

Fig 18 Gravure-printed South 

African Royal Visit stamp (1947)

Fig 19 Gravure-printed New 

Zealand Health Stamp (1950)

Fig 20 Litho-printed Jamaican 

1st Caribbean Scout 

Jamboree stamp (1952)


